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1. MISSION STATEMENT

Semantics of Natural Languages (SNL) is a linguistics journal focusing on semantics. We
welcome contributions from authors aligned with other fields or subfields (e.g. logic, philosophy
of language, psycholinguistics, syntax, typology), but we ask that this work be specifically
directed to linguists and focused on semantics. Elucidating the relation between meaning and
linguistic structure is a particularly central goal of SNL, with a focus on generative approaches to
syntactic structure; widening the empirical basis of semantics research beyond English is
another central goal. The research published typically proceeds from a particular linguistic
phenomenon and is led by formal rigor, relying on concepts from logic, philosophy of language,
mathematics, etc.

Given the interfaces to syntax, morphology, prosody, pragmatics, psychology and cognition
broadly speaking, SNL publishes work that is informed by relevant interface considerations as
well as work motivated purely on semantics-internal grounds. We find value in a variety of
different ways of studying meaning in natural languages. The work published ranges from formal
analyses and theories of particular linguistic phenomena, to experimental approaches to
questions arising from such analyses and theories, to computationally precise implementations
of these analyses and theories. Data may come from classic “armchair” methods, from
fieldwork, from typological work, from experimental methods, and/or from computational
methods.

2. GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

2.1. Editorial team

2.1.1. Composition

The Editorial team is composed of the Editor-in-Chief and the Associate Editor(s). The founding
editorial team consists of Clemens Mayr as Editor-in-Chief and Amy Rose Deal and Florian

Schwarz as Associate Editors.

2.1.2. Terms of office



The editor in chief (EIC) serves a renewable five year term, beginning in 2026. This term is
renewable upon mutual agreement between the EIC and the other members of the editorial
team.

The Associate Editors are appointed for a term of three years, which is renewable upon mutual
agreement between the editorial team.

The Editor-in-Chief can resign from his/her position at any time provided the editorial team is
made aware of this resignation six months in advance.

The Associate Editors can resign from their positions at any time provided the editorial team is
made aware of this resignation three months in advance.

2.1.3. Responsibilities

The editorial team has full control over the contents, management, and governance of the
journal, subject to the limitations in section 2.2.2. It is responsible for making the strategic
decisions necessary to implement the Journal’s mission. It is responsible for the day-to-day
operations of the journal.

Upon the expiration of the five-year term of the editor in chief (in 2031 and every five years
thereafter), the editorial team has the responsibility of determining whether to initiate another
five year term for the same EIC, to appoint an existing associate editor as the new EIC, or to
recruit a new EIC from outside the editorial team. The same responsibility applies in the case
that the EIC resigns their role.

The editorial team has the responsibility for determining if a need for additional Associate
Editors exists, and for securing the services of such individuals should they be required. In the
event that an associate editor resigns their role, the remaining members of the editorial team
have the responsibility for identifying and recruiting a new associate editor.

2.1.4. Delegation

The editorial team can appoint one or more Representatives from among its members, who can
act on its behalf in relations with third parties. The Representatives shall report to the editorial
team on any commitments they have taken on behalf of the editorial team.

2.2. General assembly

2.2.1. Composition

The General Assembly is composed of the Editorial Board, the Editor-in-Chief, and the
Associate Editor(s).



2.2.2. Responsibilities

The General Assembly is authorized to modify the Constitution. Modification of the Constitution
requires a two thirds majority of all votes cast in the relevant election.

The General Assembly has the right to terminate the office of any of its members at any time.
Such termination requires a two thirds majority of all votes cast in the relevant election.

Neither the general assembly, nor any individual member of it, can transfer (their share of)
ownership of the Journal title to a third party, subject to the provisions of Article 2.3.

2.3. The foundation Linguistics in Open Access (LingOA)

The foundation Linguistics in Open Access (LingOA), a nonprofit foundation (‘Stichting’) under
Dutch law, is the legal owner of the title Semantics of Natural Languages.

URL: https://www.lingoa.eu | email: lingoafoundation@gmail.com | Chamber of Commerce:
63153254 |

Bank: Stichting Linguistics in Open Access IBAN: NL31 INGB 0007 0451 54 |BIC code
INGBNL2A

As a legal body, LingOA can have legal ownership of titles. The General Assembly has formally
granted LingOA legal ownership of the title Semantics of Natural Languages. LingOA has in turn
granted the General Assembly beneficial ownership of the title Semantics of Natural Languages.
The legal ownership of the Journal title represents no monetary value for LingOA

2.4. The Editorial Board
2.4.1. Composition

The members of the Editorial Board represent the semantics community. The Editorial Board
(henceforth ‘the Board’) ideally contains at least 20 and at most 50 members. Board members
serve a three-year term, which is renewable. Founding board members are appointed for the
term 2026-2029. Selection for membership in the Board takes into account the candidate's
previous service as a reviewer or potential to serve in such a role.

As the end of the three-year term of the Board approaches, the editorial team will select a new
board and issue invitations to prospective board members for a new three-year term. The new
board will generally overlap substantially with the previous board.

Members of the Board can resign at any time. Apart from resignations, removals as per section
2.2.2, and the triennial refresh of board membership, the editorial team will remove members of
the board only in the case the board member is deceased or otherwise permanently
incapacitated.



1.3.2. Responsibilities

As representatives of the semantics community, the board may be called upon to advise the
editorial team in matters related to the journal’s direction, format, publisher, or other high-level
issues as determined by the editorial team.

Members of the editorial board are asked to support the journal as reviewers and by
contributing, and encouraging others to contribute, high-quality research that falls in the journal’s
scope.

3. THE PUBLISHER
The General Assembly can decide to engage the services of a Publisher to publish and

disseminate the Journal. At the point of the founding of the journal, in 2026, the Open Library
(OLH) is the Publisher of the Journal.



